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Opals—A Fiery World of Color

[n addition to the widely available white opal,
very affordable “fire” opals and rare, costly
black opals create excitement.

Above: Gaia Pelikan’s
boulder opal in 18-karat
red gold and forged stain-
less steel. Left: Magnificent
pendant by Kreg Scully,
sculpted from white opal
with semi-black opal inlay.

Australian Andamooka crystal opal
and Andamooka matrix opal beads.

Below left: Fine black opal
Below right: Boulder opal

Color-Change Gems—Keep the Mystery Alive

Color-change gems have captivated collectors for
generations, beginning with the nineteenth-century
Russian discovery of rare and costly alexandrite. Today,
other exotic color-change gems are being unearthed and
adding distinctive choices. Note: in all color-change
gems shown here, the left image is color seen in
daylight, and right image is seen in incandescent light.

Color-change garnet (left),
color-change spinel (below).

Zultanite
(color-change diaspore).
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