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What Colored Stones Are Available Today?

New Stones Add Exciting Choices

Today, gems are worn primarily for their intrinsic beauty and are cho-
sen mainly for aesthetic reasons, not for mythical attributes. While we
may own a birthstone that we wear on occasion, our choice of stones is
usually dictated by personal color preferences, economics, and fashion.
The world of colored gems today offers us an almost endless choice.

New gems have been discovered and are being made available
through the major jewelry companies. If you like red, there are rubies,
garnets, red tourmalines, red spinels, and even red diamonds and red
“emeralds” (gemologically, red emerald is known as red beryl—see emer-
alds in chapter 15). If you prefer blue, there are sapphires, iolite, blue
spinel, blue topaz, blue tourmaline, tanzanite, and blue diamonds. For
those who prefer green, there are emeralds, tsavorite and demantoid
(green garnets), green zircons, green tourmalines, green sapphires, peri-
dots, and even green diamonds. And for those who love unusual shades
of blue and green, and dazzling neon shades in sparkling, transparent
stones, there are the remarkable, rare, Paraiba (also called Hetorita) tour-
malines discovered in Brazil in the 1980s. And there is a new gem called
Zultanite that even changes color from pastel green in outdoor daylight
to beige-pink in incandescent light (see chapter 15)!

The following chapters will look at colored stones in more detail
and will suggest a variety of stones available in every hue. With colored
gems available for almost everyone, in almost any color, at almost any
price, you have a wide range of affordable options.




uLLUSUAL BEIISTONES, COIor-change gems—those that are one color in certain
lighting environments but which turn a completely different color in a
different type of light—are moving center stage. We have already discussed






